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The province has vowed to 
shield Albertans from a 
global economic storm 
that has hit the province 
like a monsoon — forcing 
companies to scale back 
projects and leaving thou¬ 
sands jobless. 

In his throne speech, Lt.- 
Gov. Norman Kwong said 
the Tory government will 
follow through with infra¬ 
structure investments to 
hospitals, schools and pub¬ 


lic structures to “strength¬ 
en communities and help 
municipalities address 
growth pressure.” 

“In today’s economic en¬ 
vironment, now more than 
ever, this means investing 
strategically and building 
responsibility,” said Kwong. 

The province also vowed 
to move ahead on plans for 
11,000 affordable housing 
units by giving capital 
funds to municipalities to 
create more jobs. 

“The proof is when they 
deliver the final budget, 
but I didn’t hear anything 


in there that gave me con¬ 
cern that is was business as 
usual because it’s not easy 
in these times,” said Ed¬ 
monton Mayor Stephen 
Mandel after the speech. 

The government will al¬ 
so support people facing 
layoffs by helping them 
find new jobs or upgrade 
their skills. There’s even 
help for military reservists 
to ensure they have a job 
once they get back from a 
long mission. 

But critics say the speech 
didn’t do enough to address 
the economic crisis — a key 


reason, they say, why Ed 
Stelmach’s government 
must roll out its budget as 
soon as possible. No date 
for a budget has been set. 

“There is nothing in 
there, there is nothing 
about actually creating real 
jobs for people who’ve lost 
them,” said NDP Leader Bri¬ 
an Mason. “Counselling 
and helping people explore 
their options — that’s just 
meaningless babble and 
that’s very cold comfort to 
a family that is wondering 
if they can keep a roof over 
their heads.” 


Fundraiser Hockey hair 


infestation A University- 
area watering hole has 
been ordered to evict mice 
from its kitchen, or close 
the doors for good. 

The Windsor Pub (11712 
- 87 Ave.) was issued a clo¬ 
sure order Jan. 28, after a 
Capital Health inspector 
found deplorable 
conditions in the kitchen, 
where rodents had alleged¬ 
ly been scurrying about. 

“It’s veiy serious,” said 
executive officer Mystique 
Wendel, who inspected the 
restaurant. “Mice have a 
tendency to look for food, 
so they can scurry across 
food contact surfaces like 
cutting boards and 
countertops without your 
eye even seeing it.” 

Wendel said though no 
illnesses related to the pub 
were reported, rodents 
carry diseases, like the 
deadly Hantavirus, that 
pose a risk to humans. 

In addition to finding 
mice feces under equip¬ 
ment and on food 
surfaces, she said the 
kitchen floor was littered 
with food debris and 
refuse. She noted a lack of 
hot water for sterilizing 
dishes or hand-washing, 
and the unmistakable 
smell of rotting food in a 
walk-in cooler. 

The pub had until Feb. 7 
to appeal the decision. 

Windsor Pub staff did 
not return calls from 
Metro yesterday. 


Edmonton Oiler Ales Hemsky has his head shaved at the Make A Wish Foundation office by two young cancer survivors, from left to 
right, Kara King, 16, and Kailey Caza, 9. 
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Your dog could be a star 

If your dog is an “aspiring" pet, now's your chance. The Citadel Theatre is looking for a dog to play Toto, Dorothy's friendly companion, in its upcoming 
performance The Wizard of Oz. Auditions will happen on Monday, Family Day afternoon, at the Citadel. For more info call 780-428-2108. metro edmonton 
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Bird won’t get first-degree murder 

Alberta's Court of Appeal has rejected a Crown appeal in a decision over the slay¬ 
ing of 13-year-old Nina Courtepatte. Stephanie Rosa Bird, 21, was convicted of 
manslaughter for her part in the brutal April 2005 murder. Though the decision to 
substitute the conviction to one of first-degree murder was rejected, the Crown 
has the right to appeal to the Supreme Court of Canada. metro edmonton 


RCMP search 
for suspect in 
hotel robbery 

crime Mounties are search¬ 
ing for an armed robber 
that may have fled to Ed¬ 
monton after robbing a 
Hinton hotel on Sunday. 

A man brandishing a 
handgun 
passed the 
night clerk 
of the Crest- 
wood Hotel 
a note de¬ 
manding 
cash. 

He 

jumped 
over the 
counter and followed the 
clerk, grabbing an undis¬ 
closed amount of cash. 

The suspect is described 
as a white man, around six 
feet tall, with a slim build 
and dark brown hair. He 
was wearing a white Ed¬ 
monton Oilers baseball 
hat, a light blue jean coat, 
jeans and white shoes. 



Police sketch 
of suspect 


Freeway noise 
has residents 
asking for relief 

barriers Residents in a 
southwest Edmonton 
neighbourhood gave coun¬ 
cillors a lot of noise yester¬ 
day morning about what 
they hear along Anthony 
Henday Drive. 

During a city transporta¬ 
tion committee meeting, 
residents from Wedgwood 
and Blackburn Creek say 
they’re fed up over unbear¬ 
able noises coming from 
the freeway and they want 
to see noise barriers along 
the road to stop it. The 
committee has asked ad¬ 
ministration to look into 
the matter, metro edmonton 


Learning colour blindness 

Grade 5 students get a lesson in international politics 



Tom Huffaker, United States consul general for Alberta, speaks to students in the library of Prince 
Charles Elementary School. 
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Children at an inner-city 
school were taught a les¬ 
son yesterday about a so¬ 
ciety slowly becoming 
colour blind. 

United States Consul 
General for Alberta Tom 
Huffaker sat down with a 
wide-eyed group of Grade 5 
students at Prince Charles 
School yesterday, after 
hand-delivering a stack of 
books about our southern 
neighbours and newly 
elected President Barack 
Obama. 

Huffaker, who described 
himself to the kids as “just 
a regular Albertan with a 
funny American accent” 
said it was key to assure 
the class, made up entirely 
of Aboriginal children, that 
skin colour is not a handi¬ 
cap in today’s society. 

“It’s important to all our 
kids in both our countries 
to realize people who 
aren’t white males can 
move to the highest posi¬ 


tions of leadership in our 
societies — which they 
have, and increasingly 
too,” Huffaker said. 

The children asked a 
number of informed ques¬ 
tions about what Canadian 
leaders are really like, the 
nature of relationships be¬ 
tween the two countries, 
and the truth behind the 
economic crisis. 


“People who say that 
we’re going through anoth¬ 
er depression are economi¬ 
cally illiterate ... Kids need 
to understand our societies 
succeed against much 
worse circumstances, and 
we will again this time.” 

Recently, President Oba¬ 
ma made comments about 
a serious commitment to 
U.S. energy independence. 


Huffaker said the aim to 
reduce dependence of un¬ 
stable suppliers does not 
include America’s neigh¬ 
bours to the north — Cana¬ 
da. 

“Canada is both friendly, 
and stable. That’s not really 
what that’s getting at.” 

Obama’s first interna¬ 
tional visit will be to Cana¬ 
da on Feb. 19. 


Temp agencies looking at layoffs for staffers 


JEFF CUMMINGS 
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jobs Temporary staffing 
companies say they may 
have to lay off their own 
staff to deal with the eco¬ 
nomic meltdown in Alber¬ 
ta. 

IS2 Staffing Services in 
Edmonton says it’s starting 
to see its list of “good qual¬ 
ity” candidates grow be¬ 
cause of the market down¬ 


turn, but the number of 
clients looking for workers 
is slowly shrinking. 

“Business-wise, I think it 
would be fair to say it’s or- 
der-lilce in both the perma¬ 
nent and temporary 
staffing (services) in all of 
our markets,” said Eric 
Germain, a managing part¬ 
ner with IS2 Staffing Serv¬ 
ices, which has a number 
of centres across Canada. 

“The motto is to stream¬ 
line here and that’s what 


“We’re streamlining 
our own operations 
just to ride out the 
storm.” 

Eric Germain 

we’re doing. We’re stream¬ 
lining our own operations 
just to ride out the storm.” 

The economic downturn 
has created noticeably 
long lineups of workers at 
other staffing agencies ear¬ 


ly in the morning. 

Michael Lamontagne re¬ 
sorted to creating a picket 
sign with a message that 
he’s looking for work to 
get noticed by a job seeker 
as he marched up and 
down 82 Avenue for 
weeks. 

“I was very frustrated, so 
I needed to create this sign 
and hit the street,” said the 
now-hired driver who is 
supporting a family in 
Quebec. 


2 teens arrested 
after gun incident 

crime Police arrested two 
teenagers following an ar¬ 
gument that ended when a 
17-year-old boy allegedly 
pointed a gun at a man’s 
head. 

Just before midnight 
Monday, two teenage boys 
and a 21-year-old man had 
a dispute at the Mill Woods 
Transit Centre. 

The 21-year-old got on a 
bus, followed by the two 
teens, one of whom, al¬ 
legedly pointed a gun at 
his head. 

Officers chased the two 
boys, and allegedly seized 
a pellet gun from the 17- 
year-old, who was arrested 
along with a 14-year-old 

boy. METRO EDMONTON 


News in brief 


CRIME Plain-clothed officers 
arrested a St. Albert man on 
Monday, after he allegedly 
tried to sell them a stolen 
industrial trailer. Ronald James 
Sparling, 32, was charged with 
possession of stolen property 
over $5,000. 
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movie ratings 
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Bullies take a swipe at dismal 
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in the off-season 
Video Canada's Olympic 
athletes face 
high 
expecta¬ 
tions in 
Vancou¬ 
ver at 

Canada 
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Saudi court spares Canadian’s life 

The Saudi supreme court has rejected the death sentence of Mohamed Kohail of Montreal and has asked the lower court to revise 
its ruling. Kohail was convicted of murder and sentenced to a public beheading after a schoolyard brawl in 2007. cbc news online 


Canada/World 


Unemployment may affect | Israeli vote uncertain 
immigration goals: Minister 

“We don’t want people coming to Canada 
and facing unemployment.” 

Jason Kenney, immigration minister 


News in brief 


WORK PERMIT China expressed 
unhappiness yesterday at Cana¬ 
da's granting of a work permit 
to a Chinese man accused by 
Beijing of being a smuggling 
kingpin. Lai Changxing's permit 
is another twist in a case that is 
a thorn in relations between 
China and Canada. Ottawa de¬ 
nied Lai asylum, but has been 
blocked by the courts from 
sending him home. 

ENVIRONMENT A coalition of 
Canadian and U.S. 
environmental groups has 
launched a cross-border cam¬ 
paign ahead of Barack 
Obama's visit to Canada, urg¬ 
ing the U.S. president to stick 
to his new energy plan. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 


Rising unemployment 
could force the federal 
government to nudge shut 
the door on thousands of 
foreigners looking to 
make Canada their new 
home, Immigration Minis¬ 
ter Jason Kenney says. 

While Ottawa is sticking 
by its pledge to accept 
240,000 to 265,000 perma¬ 
nent residents this year, the 
worsening economic out¬ 
look may prompt the gov¬ 
ernment to rethink that tar¬ 
get in the coming months, 
Kenney said yesterday. 

“We don’t want people 


coming to Canada and facing 
unemployment. We need to 
be sensitive to the changing 
labour market,” he said. 

Kenney said Canada, 
which accepted 247,000 per¬ 
manent residents last year, 
so far “stands alone” among 
other nations by maintain¬ 
ing its levels for permanent 
residents. However, he con¬ 
ceded that may change, giv¬ 


en economic conditions. 

Federal and provincial im¬ 
migration officials plan to 
meet next month and decide 
whether to tinker with the 
target. 

But Kenney made clear his 
preference is to stick with 
the current target, calling 
new immigrants the “fuel” 
of the economy, once it turns 
around, torstar news service 


Israel faces today what 
could be weeks of political 
uncertainty after an elec¬ 
tion that ended with clash¬ 
ing claims of victory by 
centrist Foreign Minister 
Tzipi Livni and hawkish ri¬ 
val Benjamin Netanyahu. 

With nearly complete fi¬ 
nal results giving Livni’s 
Kadima party a slim edge 
of one or two seats over 
Netanyahu’s right-wing 
Likud in the 120-member 
parliament, she pledged to 
lead a new government 
and invited him to join. 

Netanyahu said he 
would become prime min¬ 
ister and establish a gov¬ 
erning coalition with what 
he called a large “national¬ 
ist camp” in parliament. 

“With God’s help I will 
lead the next govern¬ 
ment,” Netanyahu, 59, told 
Likud supporters after exit 

Haggling over 
stimulus begins 

economy U.S. lawmakers 
worked late into the night 
yesterday haggling over a 
final package of tax cuts 
and spending initiatives 
for a stimulus package a 
narrow coalition of 
Democrats and 
Republicans that want the 
price tag lowered to $800 
billion US. 

The negotiations began 
shortly after the Senate 
passed its $838-billion ver¬ 
sion of a rescue plan to 
fight the recession. 

The Senate voted 61-37 
yesterday to approve its 
version, without Republi¬ 
can Support. REUTERS 


What next? 

• President Shimon Peres in 
theory can nominate any 
legislator to try to form a 
government within 42 days. 

• In practice, the leader of 
the biggest party is nomi¬ 
nated after an election, but 
the president is not legally 
bound to that tradition. 

• Peres' discussions with 
Knesset factions could take 
a week, and coalition nego¬ 
tiations could take a month. 

polls yesterday gave Kadi¬ 
ma a slim lead and right- 
wing parties some 64 par¬ 
liamentary seats. 

Addressing cheering 
Kadima activists, Livni, 50, 
said: “The Israeli public 
can smile again when we 
form the government.” 

REUTERS 


News in brief 


AUSTRALIA As the death toll 
from Australia's bushfires 
looked to top 200, police 
launched Operation Phoenix, 
the nation's biggest arson in¬ 
vestigation, to catch anyone 
who started what they called a 
“suspicious” blaze. 
BANGLADESH More than 200 
people, including policemen, 
were injured and 20 were 
arrested in clashes with college 
students yesterday over a new, 
stricter academic policy. 
FRANCE A storm cut off power 
to 608,000 homes in northern 
France, in the second major 
storm to hit the country in 
three weeks. High winds killed 
four and cut power to two mil¬ 
lion homes on Jan. 24. Reuters 
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Men: Give gifts 



georgiebinks@rogers.com 



hat is it 
with men 
and gifts? 
How can a 
man who 
has written poetry for his 
lover, feted her with en¬ 
graved trinkets suddenly 
show up with kitchen gadg¬ 


ets? 

A blip on the radar, but 
mention this to other 
women and immediately 
the taps start flowing. 

“At least you got some¬ 
thing,” moans one. “My last 
birthday my husband gave 
me nothing. Nothing.” 

Another woman’s hus¬ 
band arrived home from 
work one birthday and an¬ 
nounced, “Your present’s in 
the trunk if you want to go 
out and get it.” 

Not all stories are bad. 
One friend’s husband gave 
her a lamp crafted from a 
piece of driftwood he had 


Valenti ne'sDay 


found on a beach they had 
visited. A little weird, but 
thoughtful. 

Another male friend tells 
me his wife wanted to learn 
to play the saxophone, so 
he bought her one. The 
next year she received sheet 
music to go with it. “The 
key,” he says, “is listening. 
Sometimes I store it in my 
memory, other times my 
BlackBeriy.” 

Ah yes — listening — an 
excellent way to figure out 


a little thought 


your gal. Alana Gun, who 
runs a gift basket franchise 
in Winnipeg, says, “Men 
have no ideas. If they do, it’s 
to put flowers in a gift bas¬ 
ket. You cannot cover flow¬ 
ers in cello wrap.” (Speak¬ 
ing of flowers, what is it 
with men and carnations?) 

What also is it that makes 
a dude think he can use the 
Hallmark conspiracy theory 
to calm a disappointed 
woman. (I should be able to 
give you something any day 
I want). When I was mar¬ 
ried, I simply told my hus¬ 
band where to pick up my 
gift — behind the counter 


of the store where it was be¬ 
ing saved. Kind of took the 
surprise out of it, but that 
wasn’t a bad thing. 

Good gifts may not neces¬ 
sarily mean a great guy, but 
bad or no gifts start to grate 
on a woman. It signifies he 
doesn’t care enough to lis¬ 
ten. 

Some guys just have it. 
When my son was six, he 
took my pink Post-it notes, 
drew an arrow on each one, 
placing them all the way up 
the stairs and into my 
room. On my pillow was a 
note reading, “I love you.” 

Guys, I can’t tell you what 


to give because every 
woman is different. Try to 
remember past conversa¬ 
tions for clues, even a word. 
Stressed = spa; sexy = lin¬ 
gerie; veiy stressed out = 
trip. (By the way, sex is not a 
present for women, only 
for men.) 

For most women, it’s not 
the thought that counts, 
but that there’s been any 
thought at all that really 
matters. 


Georgie Binks is a Toronto freelance 
writer who has written about gender 
and relationships for CBC.ca, Elle, 
Chatelaine and Homemakers. 



Aly 

Jetha 

age 39, 
Vancouver 

A: Absolutely 
not. The larger 
the Olympics, 
the better it is for 
the economy be¬ 
cause more mon¬ 
ey will come into 
the economy. 


Laura 

Steffen 

age 26, 
Vancouver 

A: Yes, because I 
r believe that Van- 
;, couver is going 
r to end up as 
i- broke as other 
1- cities have when 
d they've had the 
Olympics. 


Colleen 

Coates 

age 26, 
Edmonton 

A: No, I don't 
think so. I think 
it's important to 
have the 

Olympics in 
Canada. It at¬ 
tracts other 
countries. 


Mikaela 

Lefaive 

age 24, Toronto 

A: I think the 
Olympics are an 
exception and an 
opportunity to 
show what's 
great about 
Canada. So, in 
this case, maybe 


Mark 

Weir 

age 28, Ottawa 

A: I think it 
should be some¬ 
what scaled 
down ... If every¬ 
one has to cut 
back, I think the 
Olympics can 
maybe do with¬ 
out so many fire- 


Ian 

Moore 

age 20, Calgary 


A: I think they 
should keep up 
all the pizzazz ... 
it's a good 
morale boost 
and the Olympics 
are always a big 
thing. 


Word on the street: Should Vancouver scale down its Winter Olympics plans for 
2010 in light of the current economic conditions? 


CANADA’S ECONOMY 
SHOULD REDOUND 
NEXT YEAR. 





It’s your turn to tell others what you think. E-mail your thoughts and opinions to: edmontonletters@metronews.ca 

Letters must include sender’s full name, address and phone number - street name and phone numbers will NOT be published. We reserve the right to edit letters. 


METRO Edmonton 10123 - 99 Street NW, Edmonton, AB T5J 3H1, Tel: 780-702-0592; Advertising: adinfoedmonton@metronews.ca; edmonton_distribution@metronews.ca; News: darren.krause@metronews.ca 
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CHICKEN SNACKWRAP 


crispy or grilled 


For a limited time only. At participating McDonald’s® restaurants in Canada. 
Grilled product availability varies by restaurant. ©2009 McDonald’s 



each 

plus tax 



i’m lovin’ it® 
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Book publisher HarperCollins to lay off staff 

Book publisher HarperCollins, part of Rupert Murdoch's News Corp., is laying off staff, offer¬ 
ing buyouts and closing a division to save money as consumers cut their spending. Reuters 


Business 


EDITOR: FERMIN DESOUZA, FERMIN.DESOUZA^)METRONEWS.CA 

Bank chief still confident 


The Bank of Canada has 
plenty of flexibility to cut 
rates and expand liquidity 
operations if needed, but 
it expects a U.S. bank sta¬ 
bilization plan to mark the 
gradual return of 
confidence to the global 
financial system, governor 
Mark Carney said 
yesterday. 

Grilled by legislators on 
a parliamentary finance 
committee, Carney also de¬ 
fended his highly ques¬ 
tioned forecast for Cana¬ 
da’s quick recovery from 
the recession to growth of 


“We do realism at 
the Bank of Canada. 
We don’t do spin.” 

Mark Carney 

3.8 per cent next year. 

Carney sought to assure 
legislators that the central 
bank has not run out of op¬ 
tions to stimulate the 
economy and that, in com¬ 
parison to some other 
countries, its rate cuts 
have translated into lower 
mortgages and rates 
throughout the system. 


The bank has cut its 
benchmark overnight rate 
by 350 basis points since 
December 2007 to a 50- 
year low of one per cent. 

In defending his growth 
projections, Carney said 
the bank used 21 different 
forecasting models but al¬ 
so applied a considerable 
dose of personal judgment 
to its outlook because of 
the highly uncertain global 
financial situation. 

“We do realism at the 
Bank of Canada. We don’t 
do spin,” he said. 

REUTERS 


HBC hopes 
to capitalize 
on Olympics 

games The new owners of 
the Hudson’s Bay Co. will 
face one of their first visi¬ 
ble tests tomorrow when 
they unveil the Olympic 
torchbearer uniform on a 
stage in Whistler, B.C., as 
part of a high-profile one- 
year countdown to the 
2010 Winter Games. 

Canada’s oldest retailer 
is hoping to revitalize its 
brand by linking its image 
more closely to the 
Games. As part of that ef¬ 
fort, the company is 
launching a redesigned 
corporate logo, one that 
will be on the Olympic 
uniforms. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 

Live Nation deal 
to face scrutiny 

music The world’s largest 
concert promoter, Live Na¬ 
tion Inc., plans to buy 
Ticlcetmaster 
Entertainment Inc. for 
about $400 million US in 
stock in a bid to create a 
company with dominant 
holdings in concert sales. 

But shares of both com¬ 
panies fell yesterday amid 
concerns the acquisition 
would be blocked by U.S. 
antitrust regulators. 

REUTERS 


Business in brief 


GM General Motors Corp. will 
slash its global salaried work 
force by about 10 , 000 , or 14 
per cent, this year and impose 
pay cuts on most remaining 


white-collar U.S. workers as it 
scrambles to reduce costs un¬ 
der a restructuring mandated 
by its U.S. government bailout. 

REUTERS 



Then you should review your strategy. 

For a second look by a seasoned 
professional, contact: 

JOEL DAVID, FCSI, LL.B, TEP, INVESTMENT 
advisor, CIBC Wood Gundy at 
(780) 970-5345 or joel.david@cibc.ca 
or visit joelcdavid.com. 


CIBC Wood Gundy is a division of CIBC World Markets Inc., 

. .. 1 — . a subsidiary of CIBC and Member CIPF. If you are currently a 

VVOOd Cj U ndy CIBC Wood Gundy client, please contact your Investment Advisor, 



SERVICE DIRECTORY 

TO ADVERTISE CALL 780.702.0592 


MORTGAGE 


NEED A MORTGAGE 


Call Kelly 
Parkinson 
|for all your 

Mortgage 

Needs! 


FINANCIAL 


fob At Home 1 

$487.68 Weekly. 

Mail Work, Assemble Products 
or Computer Work. 
www.TopJobAlberta.com 
Or Write to: CHR Jobs 
900 Greenbank Road 
Suite #415 • #916-MC1 
k Ottawa ON, K2J 4P6 J 



B *SS» 


$ 500 $ 

loan service 


by phone, no credit 
refused, quick and easy, 
payable over 
3, 6, or 12 installments. 


Call toll free: 

1 - 877 - 776-1660 


ADVICE & SOLUTIONS 
TO ALL PROBLEMS 

LUCK * LOVE * MONEY * FAMILY * HEALTH 

CAN REMOVE ANY SORROW 
YOUR HEART HAS FELT 



COAST TO 
COAST 

Pick-up your 
Metro daily! 


liiTafllH 


Do it daily. 



STOP! 

Searching For A 
Low Rate 




No Matter Where you Call 
No Matter What you Pay 
Comwave will Beat it... 
Guaranteed! 


d* Pakistan.5.9C 

OB Philippines.11.9C 

O Saudi Arabia..^.3.9C 

O Sri Lanka.11.9C 

4S3* Afghanistan.24.9 C 

• Bangladesh..".r.3.9 C 

£5 Cuba.85 C 

Ecuador.12.9C 

^ Egypt.14.9C 

Guyana.29.9C 

® India.6.9C 

<£) Nepal.":55.7.9 c 

(J) Haiti.16.9C 

> Mexico.i555.2.9C 

© Honduras.15.9C 

± Chile.jt*.2.9C 


Even if you are 
paying less, call us 
and we'll beat it... 

GUARANTEED! 



CALL NOW AND GET 


$ 25 


Free 

Long Distance 
To Anywhere In 
The World 


Unlimited Calling To 
Anywhere In Canada 

You can even call 
from your 
4 CELL PHONE! 

/month 



Call Long Distance Even 
From Your Cell Phone 

^Nc 
^Nc 


Ut 


1 to cancel your service provider. 
Long Distance for every friend 


t & 


Horr 

V comwave 

Basic 

$ 0.95 

/month 

• Unlimited Local Calling 

PLUS 

• Caller ID Block 

• Comwave 911 

• Free Comwave to Com¬ 
wave calls worldwide! 

ie Phone 
:••• * 

y comwave 

Enhanced 

$1 4-95 

| /month 

12 FREE FEATURES 

INCLUDING 

Caller ID, Call Forwarding, 
Voice Mail, Call Waiting 
...and much more 

Lines 

y comwave 

One-Rate 

$ 90-95 

/month 

UNLIMITED 

Calling to Canada 
and U.S.A. 

PLUS 

• 12 Free Features Including: 

Caller ID, Call Forwarding, 

Voice Mail, Call Waiting 

... and much more 

^ 1 

MONTH FREE! J 


Home Phone Lines: * Terms and conditions apply. VoIP 911 has certain limitations versus traditional 911. The rate of $ 14.95 is based on a 2 year term. 1 The option to keep your existing 
phone number may not be available in all areas. Long Distance: Comwave guarantees to match or beat your rate today and forever. Rate Guarantee is based on competitors' lowest 
advertised rate or written quote for like services. Terms and conditions apply. Please see www.comwave.ca for full details. Calls to overseas mobile phones may be billed at a higher 
rate. J The $25 coupon will be mailed and must be returned for credit to be applied to account. 1 year term required. ! Credit for monthly fee will be applied to third month's invoice. 

. _ Unlimited Canada does not include calls to the Yukon and N.W.T. _ ^ 


comwave 


comwave.ca 

780 - 665-1818 
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Avery assigned to Rangers’ AHL team 

Sean Avery is resuming his hockey career with the New York Rangers' AHL affiliate in Hartford. He practised with the team yesterday after being assigned by the Dallas Stars. 
Avery hasn't played since his NHL suspension in December for making a crude remark about other hockey players dating his former girlfriends, metro news services 


Sports 



Hudec’s Olympic hopes take hit 


Canadian downhill skier Jan Hudec learned yesterday he will need 
surgery to repair a torn ACL in his left knee. The 27-year-old Calgary 
resident suffered the injury during a fall Saturday at the world ski 
championships in France. Hudec will undergo surgery at a clinic in London, 
Ont., in the next week. metro news services 


EDITOR: JOHN CHICK, JOHN.CHICK^METRONEWS.CA 


Oilers deny 
Jagr rumours 

nhl The Oilers have 
denied a media report that 
the team is close to 
signing Jaromir Jagr. The 
five-time Art Ross Trophy 
winner is currently 
playing for Omsk in 
Russia’s Kontinental Hock¬ 
ey League. 

Visnovsky out 
for season 

nhl The Oilers announced 
yesterday that 
defenceman Lubomir Vis¬ 
novsky will undergo right 
shoulder surgery and miss 
the remainder of the sea¬ 
son. Visnovsky, who was 
placed on injured reserve 
Thursday after suffering 
the injury in the Oilers’ 3- 
1 loss to Chicago on Feb. 3, 
appeared in 50 games this 
season, registering eight 
goals and 23 assists for 31 
points. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 


Stanley Cup preview? 


NHL RESULT 
Sharks 5 Bruins 2 



Milan Michalek notched 
the game-winning goal 
during an early third-per¬ 
iod burst, as San Jose 
upended Boston 5-2 in 
a battle of the NHL’s top 
teams last night. 

Patrick Marleau picked 
up a goal and two assists 
for the Sharks, who halted 
a three-game losing streak 
and moved within four 
points of Boston for the 
most points in the league. 
Rob Blake, Joe Thornton 
and Mike Grier also tallied 
and Evgeni Nabokov 


stopped 28 shots for the 
win. 

Milan Lucie scored twice 
for the Bruins, who have 
dropped their last two af¬ 
ter winning four straight 
but still lead the NHL with 
a 39-9-7 record for 85 
points. 

Tim Thomas allowed 
four goals on 30 shots, suf¬ 
fering just his sixth regula¬ 
tion loss of the season. 

The Sharks broke open 
the contest with three 
goals in a six-plus minute 
span in the final period. 

Marleau found a loose 
puck at the top of the 
crease and stashed it home 
3:32 into the third to tie 
the game, and Michalek 
rang a hard shot off the 
crossbar for the go-ahead 
tally at 7:28. 

metro news services Boston's Milan Lucic and the Sharks' Marcel Goc collide. 



Sports in brief 


MLB Five-time all-star Miguel 
Tejada is expected to plead 
guilty today to lying to U.S. 
Congress about his knowledge 
of other baseball players using 
steroids, a legal 
source and court 
documents revealed 
yesterday. Tejada, 

34 , the American 
League's Most Valu¬ 
able Player in 2002 
while with the Oakland Athlet¬ 
ics, was charged yesterday 
with making the misrepresen¬ 
tations to congressional staff 
members in 2005 when he said 
he never knew of any other 
player using steroids. 

CFL Montreal Alouettes quarter¬ 
back Anthony Calvillo 
announced yesterday that he 
will play in the 2009 season. 
Whether he would play or not 
was contingent on his wife's 
battle with cancer. The star said 
yesterday his wife Alexia is offi¬ 
cially in remission from B-cell 
lymphoma, metro news services 



Tejada 



SHAW MAKES IT CLEAR, OILERS PPV IS NOW IN HD! 


YOUR ACCESS TO THE GAMES THAT AREN’T AVAILABLE ANYWHERE ELSE! 

Enjoy the fast-paced, heart-pounding action of the Edmonton Oilers in amazingly crystal-clear HD. Watch Oilers Pay Per View games in high-definition on channel 310 for $15.95 
or standard definition on channel 320 for $13.95. Don’t miss tonight’s game: Edmonton vs Montreal at 7:45 pm MT. 

CALL 310.SHAW to purchase today or VISIT SHAW.CA/OileFS for more information. 

24/7/365SERVICE SHAW ^ 

TSX 60 / NYSE Shaw Digital TV or HDTV subscriptions required. Order individual games through remote control ordering. Pricing subject to change. 
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Vue from a class 

Student engineers from three Canadian universities have unveiled their 
projects in the EcoCAR competition at the Washington Auto Show, 
Canadian Driver reports. The three-year challenge requires students to 
fit alternative technologies to Saturn Vue vehicles. The participating 
universities are: University of Victoria, University of Ontario Institute of 
Technology and University of Waterloo. canadiandriver.com 


EDITOR: KUMAR SAHA, KUMAR.SAHA^METRONEWS.CA 


Metro Drive 


Baby Benz on a budget 


BRADLEY HORN 

for Metro Canada 


The Mercedes 
Benz B-Class 


Why did Mercedes-Benz 
choose Moncton, New 
Brunswick, as the venue to 
launch its face-lifted five- 
door hatch? Because it’s 
the “New B” in New 
Brunswick! Get it? No? OK, 
so the Germans are far 
better at engineering than 
cracking jokes. 

Actually, that Teutonic 
technical savvy has been a 
big part of the company’s 
message in convincing 
cash-conscious Canadians 
that its $30,000 B-Class 
“Compact Sports Tourer” is 
worth spending a little ex¬ 
tra coin on. 

You see, for all the Audi 
A3s, Volvo V50s and Mini 
Clubmans the Benz has 
been shopped against 
since bowing into Canada 
in 2005 (but not the U.S.), 
it’s also rolled in with the 
considerably less expen¬ 
sive Pontiac Vibe, Mazda5 
and Kia Rondo crowd too. 

So why spend the extra 
moolah? Well, admittedly 
that three-pointed star on 
the hood carries a lot of 
cache, but Chris Goczan, 
the B’s product manager, 
says the badge also brings 
the automaker’s reputa¬ 
tion for safety, comfort 
and road manners. 

The front-drive Benz 
shares a platform with its 
Euro-only cousin, the A- 
Class, both employing 
“sandwich” construction. 
No, not a German panini 
press, but a clever way of 
installing the four-cylinder 
engine almost on its side, 
so that in a front-end colli¬ 
sion it’s forced under, and 
not into, the passenger 
cabin. 

Standard on all ’09 Bs are 
ESP, traction control, ABS 
with brake assist, front, 
side and side-curtain 
airbags, active head re¬ 
straints and a new feature 
that automatically acti¬ 
vates the interior lights in 
a collision, making the ve¬ 
hicle easier to work on for 
emergency services. 

Inside, the Benz contin¬ 
ues to offer class-leading 
space versus its physical 
footprint. The seat cush¬ 
ions, fabrics and trim are 
revised for 2009, along 
with a new entertain¬ 
ment/telematic system 
with a colour display, Blue¬ 
tooth connectivity, MP3 



compatibility and available 
iPod integration. A 500- 
watt Harman Kardon sys¬ 
tem is optional. 

The B-Class’ height ad¬ 


justable cargo floor and 
fold-flat rear seats (with 
pass-through) remain stan¬ 
dard, though Europe’s fold¬ 
ing front passenger seat is 


still not allowed in Canada. 
We’re not sure why, as the 
much smaller Smart Fort- 
wo can perform the trick. 
The powertrain in the 


base B200 remains a 2.0- 
litre inline-four making a 
somewhat paltry 134 hp 
and 136 lb-ft of torque. The 
B200T lashes a turbo to the 
engine for a far more spir¬ 
ited 193 hp and 206 lb-ft. 
Good on Mercedes for 
keeping a manual gearbox 
standard too, even though 
95 per cent of customers 
sadly opt for the optional 
CVT automatic. 

All the preceding aside, it’s 
the at-the-wheel experience 
in the B-Class that justifies its 
premium sticker. It has that 
solid, planted, confident feel 
only the Germans seem to be 
able to breed into their auto¬ 
mobiles. We’d even forgo the 
$1,500 sport package, as the 
stock suspension is much 
more compliant, without be- 
ing sloppy. 

Mercedes Canada has 
been adding content and 
lowering the B’s price since 


2009 Mercedes Benz 
B-Class 


Type: Compact 
Price: from $29,900 
Engine: 2.0-litre inline-four 
HP: 134 

Torque: 136 lb-ft 


Highlights 


• Mercedes luxury at an 
affordable price 

• Solid feel at the driving 
wheel 

’05 (the first base model was 
$30,000-plus and wore hub¬ 
caps, black door handles, 
etc.) 

For 2009, the base 
model’s price is un¬ 
changed at $29,900, 
while the Turbo jumps 
slightly to $34,400. 


*Lease offer based on a new 2009 B200 available only through Mercedes-Benz Financial on approved credit for a limited time. $298 per morth for 36 months. Down payment or equivalent trade 
of $4,985 (includes freight and PDI) plus first monthly payment and security deposit of $300 and applicable taxes due at lease inception. MSRP starting at $29,900 A.L.R. of 2.5%applies. Total 
obligation is $14,018. 18,000 km/yr allowance ($0.20/ km for excess kilometers applies). License, insurance, registration, taxes and PPSA are extra. Dealer may lease for less. Offer may change 
without notice and cannot be combined with any other offers. B200 Turbo shown with Optional Wheels. 


Aj.bkrta 

Motor Vehicle 
Industry Council 



carguidemagazine.com 


For the latest road 
tests, vehicle evalua¬ 
tions and more, visit: 

carguidemagazine.com 



Monthly payments from 


Status Quick 

Life with luxury and life savings. 

You can have both. 




2009 B-C ass 


$298 


Sale ends February 28 


^SrO^OtorT 




webermercedes.com Ericlcsen 
5611-104 Street A ut<™ 1.866.737.1792 


Mercedes-Benz 
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Citroen makeover at Geneva show 


brand The car industiy 
might be having a nightmare 
at the moment, but it’s not 
all bad news. There are plen¬ 
ty of things to look forward 
to at the Geneva Motor Show 
that takes place in March. 

One of the most exciting 
things we’re anticipating is 


the rebranding of Citroen. 
The French carmaker is 
presenting its radically re¬ 
vamped image at the show, 
complete with a brand 
new 3-D logo and a series 
of new premium cars wear¬ 
ing the iconic DS badge. 

METRO WORLD NEWS 



2006 Smart Coupe 

* 15,888 

P066166, air, fully serviced 


David Morris 780.484 9000 „ 

Fine Cars Ltd. please ask for dean or ian 

17407 - 111 Ave, Edmonton vL 

mm Motor Vehicle - 

desmail@dmfc.ca Mercede 


Mercedes-Benz 


New age dawns 

The future's on hyperdrive at Toronto auto show 


MARK ATKINSON 

for Metro Canada 


Despite a challenging 
economy and a reduced 
market outlook for 2009 , 
the Canadian Internation¬ 
al Auto Show (CIAS) makes 
its return to Toronto 
Friday. And while the 
weather might be cold 
and gloomy, the show 
itself will feature some of 
the hottest new models 
and technology 
influencing the sector to¬ 
day. 

The event’s theme for 2009 
is “The New Era”, a way to 
show the public that offerings 
are changing rapidly given 
the economic and environ¬ 
mental challenges facing the 
auto industiy today. David Mc- 
Clean, CIAS director of mar¬ 
keting services, thinks the 
show is evolving with con¬ 
sumer tastes and demands. 

“We used ‘The Turning 
Point’ in 2008, and it was 
clear the industiy was evolv¬ 



Car Insurance Rates Are Increasing - 
Are YOU Prepared To Pay More? 

The average rates in Ontario for car insurance are set to increase in 2009, 
with some insurance companies getting the approval to increase their rates 
by over 10%. Are you prepared to pay more? 

Given the economic slowdown, how can you ensure that you are not overpaying for car insurance and 
getting the lowest rate possible for your driving profile? 

How To Reduce Your Car Insurance Costs? 

First and foremost, the best and easiest way to lower the cost of your car insurance is to shop around. 

The rates charged by different insurance companies to insure the same driver, with the same car, for 
the same coverage, can vary by hundreds and even thousands of dollars. So it pays to shop around. 
Take a look at the table below. 

BUT, where do you start? This is where lnsuranceHotline.com can help. lnsuranceHotline.com is 
an independent rate comparison engine that gets quotes from over 30 of the top car insurance 
companies in Canada, presents you with the lowest 3, and then matches you up with a broker or agent 
that can set up your policy. The service is Fast, Safe and FREE. So if you are keen to save big 
on car insurance, why not give lnsuranceHotline.com a try? 


RATE COMPARISON 

Driving Record 

Lowest Price 

Highest Price 

Price Difference 

Clean Record 

$958 

$2,213 

$1,255 

1 Ticket 

$1,018 

$2,552 

$1,534 

1 Accident 

$1,849 

$3,753 

$1,904 


For the 3 lowest rates from over 30 major 
insurance companies, go online to lnsuranceHotline.com 


GOLF AND SPA GETAWAY TO FLORIDA 



Insurance line.com £ ° ) f*£f/ tSQ.CiH 
Visit lnsuranceHotline.com for full contest details. 


TO ENTER THE CONTEST r ^.- 
O ONLINE TOlNSURANCEHOTLlNE.COM 
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The new BMW Z4, above, and 
the Lincoln MKT, will make 
their Canadian debuts at the 
Canadian International Auto 
Show in Toronto. The event 
kicks off this Friday. 

ing in a new direction, but 
there wasn’t much in the 
way of tangible evidence 
yet. It was almost too early. 
This year, “The New Era” re¬ 
flects all of these global is¬ 
sues we’re facing.” 

McClean is veiy enthusi¬ 
astic about the new technol¬ 
ogy on display at this year’s 
CIAS, including hybrids, 
diesels and electrics. “The 
public will get to see all the 
alternatives to the gasoline 
engine. And we have the 
new ‘GTA in Motion — The 
Future is Electric’ showcase, 
where they can see some 
first-generation electric ve¬ 
hicles on display.” 

Also, students from 
Humber College will par¬ 
ticipate in the show, and 
will “create and demon¬ 
strate electric mobility so¬ 
lutions that embrace the 
viability of the all-electric 
future.” 

Hybrid, electric and diesel 
technology has never been 
hotter, and you can expect 
the concept vehicles and de¬ 
buts to reflect that spirit of 
change. “The New Era” in¬ 
deed; four of the five con¬ 
cepts to be shown are pow¬ 
ered by something other 
than gasoline. 

The question, as McClean 
puts it, is “whether the 
manufacturers will be in a 
position to address these 
demands and challenges.” 

Already, some manufac¬ 





turers, like Ford and Gen¬ 
eral Motors, are calling for 
governments and the pri¬ 
vate sector to partner in in¬ 
vesting in the infrastruc¬ 
ture needed to support 
hundreds of thousands of 
plug-in electric or hydro¬ 
gen fuel-cell vehicles. 

Away from the “green” 
theme, some of the desir¬ 
able machinery intro¬ 
duced will focus on high- 
end Canadian debuts, in¬ 
cluding the new Audi S4 
and VIO-powered R8, the 
BMW Z4, Lincoln MKT, 
Cadillac SRX and Jaguar 
XFR, while others are 
aimed at a more entry-lev¬ 
el market, like the attrac¬ 
tive Kia Forte and Chevro¬ 
let Equinox. And while 
they debuted at the Mon¬ 
treal Auto Show in Janu¬ 
ary, funky vehicles like 
the Kia Soul, Nissan Cube 
and Honda’s new Insight 
hybrid will surely attract 
plenty of crowds. 


For coverage of cool con¬ 
cept cars at the Toronto 
auto show and more, 
visit metronews.ca 


Top debuts 


Nissan NV 2500: This is a 
world debut of Nissan's first 
in a new line of commercial 
vehicles that's set to chal¬ 
lenge the likes of Ford and 
General Motors. 

Toyota Prius/Lexus HS250: 
Canadian debuts of Toyota's 
latest pair of hybrid sedans. 
Prius hasn't altered its look 
too much from last genera¬ 
tion, but power and fuel 
economy are both im¬ 
proved. Upscale Lexus 
HS 250 will be the first dedi¬ 
cated luxury hybrid model. 

Volkswagen Golf: Latest 
generation of VW's venerable 
hatchback has been on sale in 
Europe for a few months, but 
this will be our first up-close 
look. More a facelift than a 
complete redesign, no word 
yet on what engines will be 
available for Canada. 

Ford Taurus: From staid to 
stunning, the new Ford Tau¬ 
rus is the result of Ford's 
promise to improve its car- 
based offerings. mark 

ATKINSON/FOR METRO CANADA 


Kia sets prices for new Soul 


Kia Canada Inc. recently an¬ 
nounced the pricing for the 
all new 2010 Soul urban 
crossover vehicle, set to go 
on sale this month. The car 
will also be showcased at 
the Canadian International 
Auto Show, which kicks off 
in Toronto this Friday. 

The base model will start 


at $15,495, and will feature 
a 1.6 litre 122 horsepower 
four cylinder engine and a 
five speed manual transmis¬ 
sion, with available manual 
air conditioning. Standard 
features include six airbags, 
power locks, windows and 
heated mirrors; 

AM/FM/CD/MP3 stereo with 


AUX and USB input ports, 
Bluetooth(R) hands free con¬ 
nectivity, steering wheel 
mounted audio controls, 
heated seats and more. 

The Soul 2u adds a 2.0 
litre four cylinder engine 
producing 142 horsepower 
and other features. Priced 
at $17,995. 
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Set your heart racing 

If you've already got Olympic fever, here's one way to quell it: Book a run on the Olympia Bob Run in the tony ski resort of St. Moritz, Switzerland. It's the 
only natural ice bob run in the world, and got its name after hosting the Winter Olympics in 1928 and 1948. See olympia-bobrun.ch. metro news services 


Travel 


NYC theatre deals 


New York City tourism officials have trumpeted two new programs in recent days 
to promote the city's vaunted theatre scene. On the House, from Feb. 15 to March 1, 
includes two-for-one tickets at more than 30 Off-Broadway shows. Visit nycgo.com/ 
onthehouse for details. Another new microsite, nycgo.com/broadway, provides the 
latest information about Broadway shows. Close to two dozen new Broadway pro¬ 
ductions will open in the coming weeks. metro news services 
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The buzz on a unique tourism draw 



TheTravelJ 


S ome corners of the 
world entice visi¬ 
tors by establishing 
self-guided wine- 
country routes, but 
Slovenia wants you to take 
a road trip along a trail of 
beekeeping sites. 

Dubbed beekeeping 
tourism, this relatively new 
initiative invites visitors to 
drive across the Central Eu¬ 
ropean countiyside, stop¬ 
ping along a trail of special¬ 
ty farms for a behind-the- 
scenes look at the honey 
industry. 



Janes Gregori, a member of the Slovenian Beekeepers 
Association, samples locally made honey wine. 


In Slovenia, the art of one of the area’s oldest ru- 
beelceeping is so celebrated ral activities, and with an 
that its referred to as “the estimated four beekeepers 
poetry of agriculture.” Its for every 1,000 Slovenians, 



Hive panels depict historical events, religious iconography and 
satirical village life. Slovenian beekeepers started painting the 
hives in the mid-i 700 s to help distinguish between colonies. 


it remains an integral part 
of the nations culture. “To 
be Slovenian is to be a bee¬ 
keeper,” goes a popular say¬ 
ing. 

While there are plenty of 
agricultural farms and bee- 


related museums to visit, 
the best place to start your 
tour is the 130-year old bee¬ 
keeping association, just 
an hour’s drive from the 
capital city. There, I met 
Janes Gregori, a 66-year-old 


| former biologist and mem- 
| her of the Slovenian Bee- 
| keepers Association, who 
% shared a swarm of infor- 
| mation about his craft. 

° In the mid-1700s, he 
I says, beekeepers started 
> painting the front of their 
hives to help distinguish 
between colonies. Hive 
panels have intricately dec¬ 
orated wooden fronts that 
depict historical events, re¬ 
ligious iconography and 
satirical village life. It’s a 
tradition that continues to- 
day. 

I learned that Slovenia is 
home to its own race of 
bees called the Carniolan. 
This endemic species (now 
exported all over the 
world) is legally protected 
and is known for its gentle 
character, and hard-work¬ 
ing nature. 


Destination: Romance 


AMBER BELLAIRE 

for Metro Canada 


Forget Paris and Venice — 
with a little imagination, 
you’ll find that Canada 
boasts plenty of locations 
to inspire lovers. 

Ontario 

Many package deals can be 
found for Valentine’s Day 
visits to Niagara Falls, but 
if you’re looking for some¬ 
thing a little more private, 
and a lot more original, 
take hold of your lover’s 
hand — and heart — and 
climb to the top of On¬ 
tario’s highest point of 
land. 

Temagami, in northeast¬ 
ern Ontario, is home to 


Caribou Mountain, a large 
hill with a steep cliff. It 
may not be the Rockies, 
but the region is home to a 
lake and forest, non-com- 
mercialized and indis¬ 
putably private — a 2006 
Statistics Canada report 
put Temagami’s popula¬ 
tion at less than 1,000. 

Quebec 

The ability to speak French 
is of course very sexy, but 
you don’t have to be Pepe 
Le Pew to bring that extra 
bit of distinction to your 
Valentine’s Day dinner. In 
Quebec City, you can treat 
your partner to a horse- 
drawn carriage ride down 
cobblestone streets and 
past 17th century architec- 


Valenti ne'sDay 


ture that’s just dripping 
with European flair. 

British Columbia 

Money can’t buy you love 
but it can sure pay for 
some fabulously romantic 
outings. Victoria’s one of 
Canada’s most expensive 
cities, but it’s also one of 
its classiest, most histori¬ 
cal and most scenic. 

We all know that men 
love visuals and women 
love substance, and this 
city has both. 

Nova Scotia 

Dating one of those people 



in Canada, you're not trying. 

who always thinks they’re 
right? Check out Digby, 
N.S., which has a popula¬ 
tion of 2,300 and coastal 
waters as clear as cham¬ 
pagne. Its residents consid¬ 
er it to be the most roman¬ 
tic town in Canada — and 
they have an excellent 
case, but you’ll never 
know for sure unless you 

go- 


Join us for a FREE Travel Talk! 

Africa Adventures 

Tuesday, February 17 at 6:30PM 
At The Adventure Travel Company 
8103 -104 Street 

Please RSVP by calling: 

780-439-3096 

www.theadventuretravelcompany.com 




^ADVENTURE TRAVEL 



ADVENTURE! 

Teach English Overseas 

TESOL Certified in 5-Days 
In-Class or Online NO DEGREE REQUIRED! 

1 - 888 - 270-2941 


FREE Info Seminar Every Tuesday @ 7pm 
Job Guaranteed 

10037B-82 Ave. 


*3V, 

^ 1 f £ S 0 L 



Kunitz Shoes... that really good shoe store on 23rd Avenue" 


Visit our website at kunitzshoes.ca 


780 438 4259 ■ 23rd Avenue and approximately 1 14 Street. 
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Cruise cup up for auction 

Tom Cruise's coffee cup is up for auction. A Brazilian website is selling the container reportedly used by 
the actor while on holiday in Brazil. So far the empty cup has a sale price of $ 2,200 US. femalefirst.co.uk 




Entertainment 



Beach beauty 


1 } Israeli beauty Bar Refaeli — 
who is dating Leonardo 
DiCaprio — will appear on the 

f cover of Sports lllustrated’s 

2009 swimsuit edition. 


PEOPLE.COM 


EDITOR: DEAN LISK, DEAN.LISK^METRONEWS.CA 


Entertainment in brief 


movies Moviefone has released 
its list of the most romantic 
comedies in time for Valentine's 
Day. Here are the top 20 : 

20 . Herold and Maude (1971) 

19 . The 40 Year Old Virgin (2005) 
18 . Tootsie (1982) 

17 . Something Wild (1986) 

16 . Sixteen Candles (1984) 


15 . Muriel's Wedding ( 1994 ) 

14 . The Shop Around the Corner 
( 1940 ) 

13 . The Wedding Singer (1988) 
12 . Jerry Maguire (1996) 

11 . His Girl Friday ( 1940 ) 

10 . Bridget Jones's Diary (2001) 
9 . It Happened One Night ( 1934 ) 
8 . Groundhog Day ( 1993 ) 


7 . Some Like it Hot ( 1959 ) 

6 . Four Weddings and a Funeral 
( 1997 ) 

5 . Pretty Woman (1990) 

4 . Moonstruck (1987) 

3 . Annie Hall ( 1977 ) 

2 . The Philadelphia Story (1940) 
1 . When Harry Met Sally (1989) 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 



A BLU-RAY PLAYER 
and a COLLECTION 
of BLU-RAY MOVIES 

featuring 

NIGHTS IN RODANTHE 



GRAND PRIZE: 



NIGHTS 

.RODANTHE 

never loo be (or o second chance. 

■TEMPS wOURAQAN 


'S9SJtfflc 


A Blu-ray player and 
collection of Blu-ray movies: 

Nights In Rodanthe, PS I Love You, 

FooTs Gold, Rumor Has It, The Lake House 
and No Reservations 


SECONDARY PRIZES: 

Nights in Rodanthe DVD 


VISIT METRONEWS.CA AND ENTER 
FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN! 


No purchase necessary. One entry per person. Contest open to Canadian residents of legal age, 
excluding residents of Quebec. Contest closes February 14, 2009. Odds of winning depend on 
number of entries received. For full contest rules and details, visit www.metronews.ca. 
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Movies are a great conversation builder, but not always the best choice for the first date. 

Movie romance 

Watching flicks together great for date night 


ROBYN YOUNG 

for Metro Canada 


Ah, the movies. What bet¬ 
ter way to spend a frigid 
Friday night in February 
with your latest crush? Sit¬ 
ting in a dark theatre, 
dose enough for your 
shoulders and elbows to 
touch, and maybe 
reaching for that hot, but¬ 
tery popcorn or the Junior 
Mints at the same time. 

Going to the movies has 
always been a good date- 
night option says Paul Der- 
garabedian, box office ana¬ 
lyst for Hollywood.com. 

“There’s just something 
about dinner and a movie 
that really says romance,” 
he said. “You can bond 
through the experience of 
enjoying a movie together 
and being able to talk 
about it after.” 

Movies are a great con¬ 
versation builder and 


point of reference for peo¬ 
ple, he said. “So it instantly 
allows rapport to develop 
between you,” he added. 

But be careful, warns 
dating expert Kim Hughes, 
editor-in-chief for online 
dating site Lavalife, going 
to the movies is not always 
the best first date. 

“You don’t really get a 
chance to get to know each 
other,” she said. The dating 
guru says that going to a 
movie on the first date is 
also too much of a time 
commitment. 

“As a general rule we say 
great first dates ... are 
about an hour,” she said. 
“Because that way, if it’s 
fantastic, you can make a 
second date and go to a 
movie or go out for dinner 
or commit more time. 

“If it’s not fantastic, then 
an hour is a manageable 
amount of time to lose.” 

And although a romantic 
comedy might seem like a 


Valentine'sDay 


perfect date-night movie 
pick, Hughes suggests 
steering clear of them at 
the beginning of a relation¬ 
ship. 

“I think that there would 
be kind of a squirmy factor 
with that,” she said. 

For Valentine’s Day 
weekend, Dergarabedian 
suggests a good date 
movie — as strange as it 
may sound — might be 
the new version of Friday 
the 13th. 

Romantic comedies such 
as He’s Just Not That Into 
You and Confessions of a 
Shopaholic are also in the¬ 
atres in time for Valen¬ 
tine’s Day, but Hughes sug¬ 
gests these might be better 
to go see with friends. 

Or, at least until you’ve 
gotten past those initial 
awkward stages of the dat¬ 
ing game. 



YOU CANT PUT A PRICE ON LOVE. 
UNTIL NOW 


BLACKBERRY 8 PEART FLIP ^ 

EXCLUSIVELY FROM ROGERS O ROGERS 


THE PERFECT VALENTINE'S DAY GIFT 

NOW ONLY $ 9I? 


Offer ends February 16,2009 and is subject to change without notice. *With subscription to a 3-year term voice and data plan having a minimum combined monthly service fee of $35. 

BlackBerry, RIM, Research In Motion, SureType and related trademarks, names and logos are the property of Research In Motion Limited and are registered and/or used in the U.S. and countries around the world, used under license from Research In Motion Limited. 

™Rogers & Mobius Design are trademarks of Rogers Communications Inc. used under license. © 2009 Rogers Wireless. 
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Sexy serenade 



Happy Birthday isn't the only tune Jennifer Aniston will getting for her birthday today. John Mayer has prepared his own 
serenade to help his girlfriend celebrate the big 4-0, a source tells People magazine, people.com 
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Designer says stay true to yourself 


RAFAEL BRUSILOW 

for Metro Canada 


Vancouver designer 
Christie Clayton got the 
boot on last night’s 
episode of Project Runway 
Canada for creating a 
dress even she admitted 
wasn’t true to her design 
vision. 

Clayton, 30, was emo¬ 
tional and upset during the 
judging panel of last 
night’s episode as she con¬ 
ceded to the judges that 
her garment — a dress 
with a silky top half and 
high waist shorts in the 
bottom half — just wasn’t 
her. 

She said the worst part 
was feeling that she hadn’t 
stayed true to her own 
ideals as a designer. 

“When you make some¬ 
thing you don’t believe in 


Tuesdays 


• The second season of 
Project Runway Canada airs 
every Tuesday night on 
Global. 


GlobalStyl 



See complete online movie 
listings, trailers, reviews 
and purchase tickets at 
metronews.ca/movies 



for people who are really 
important, it’s really 
tough,” Clayton told 
Metro. “I learned to trust 
my own judgment. The big 


J 


lesson was to always follow 
your heart and trust your 
own instinct.” 

Now that she’s off the 
show, Clayton is happy to 


be back at her own cloth¬ 
ing line, Carny Love 
(carnylove.com), getting 
her new spring and sum¬ 
mer collection ready. She 


admits the whole experi¬ 
ence on the show was 
worth it. 

“I learned a lot about 
myself,” Clayton said. 


CNi 



Christie Clayton 
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Lost 

We need Dramamine just to 
keep us from passing out with 
all these twists. Locke (Terry 
O’Quinn) takes on the burden 
of trying to stop the island’s in¬ 
creasingly violent shifts through 
time. Meanwhile, Ben (Michael 
Emerson) hits a roadblock in his 
attempt to reunite the Oceanic 
6 and bring them back to the 
island in “This Place Is Death.” 
Naveen Andrews, Matthew Fox, 
Jorge Garcia and Evangeline 
Lilly also star. 10 PM on KXLY 
EDACCESS 
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Dog the Bounty Hunter 


Beth buy bunnies for their kids. 
While Dog is enjoying himself 
helping the kids learn to care for 


habit. The alleged victim: a kit- 



_ " 1 5T* 

Do it daily. — Vr Yi 


For details visit metr^iews.ca 


MY VICE IS SLICE 


No purchase necessary. Limit one entry per person per day. Only 1 grand prize. Approx, retail value $5,000. Must be Canadian resident who is age of majority in province they reside. Excludes Quebec residents. Contest runs from 
Wednesday, February 11, 2009 through Tuesday, March 10, 2009. Mathematical skill testing question must be answered correctly. Odds of being selected depend on # of eligible entries received. For full set of Contest rules, visit www.slice.ca. 
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Celebrity Buzz 



Birkhead still struggles with Anna Nicole's death 

Larry Birkhead says he still struggles with the death of Anna Nicole Smith, which happened two years ago Sunday. “It's hard to believe 
that Anna is gone," Birkhead — who fathered two-year-old Dannielynn with the actress — tells Usmagazine.com. metro news services 


Rihanna delays her 
concert in Malaysia 


career Usmagazine. com is 
reporting that Rihanna has 
postponed a concert in 
Malaysia this week, an or¬ 
ganizer confirmed Tuesday 
to the website. 

Rihanna’s Los Angeles- 
based reps informed 
Malaysia’s Pineapple Con¬ 
certs that a show slated for 
Friday would have to be 
rescheduled to an unspeci¬ 
fied date “in light of recent 
events involving Rihanna,” 
Pineapple Concerts said in 
a statement to the Associat¬ 
ed Press. 

Indonesia and Malaysia 
were the latest stops on the 
singer’s Good Girl Gone 
Bad tour. The singer in¬ 
tends to travel back to her 
native Barbados to be with 
family, usmagazine.com re¬ 


ports. 

The website adds that 
she is also providing “ongo¬ 
ing” cooperation with po¬ 
lice during their batteiy in¬ 
vestigation against Brown, 
a police source tells the Los 
Angeles Times. Unnamed 
sources told the Times that 
Rihanna (real name: Robyn 
Fenty) told police that 
Brown had hurt her the 
night before the Grammys. 

Meanwhile, Brown who 
will be arraigned March 5, 
boarded a private plane 
leaving L.A. on Monday, Us 
magazine reports. The web¬ 
site also says Brown has 
pulled out of an appear¬ 
ance at the NBA All-Stars 
league spokesperson con¬ 
firmed. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 



Bullock doesn't 
rule out children 

family More than three 
years into her marriage to 
Jesse James, Sandra 
Bullock says she enjoys be¬ 
ing a stepmother — 
though she hasn’t ruled 
out having her own 
children as well, 
people.com reports. 

“I have family in 
spades,” Bullock, 44, tells 
InStyle magazine for its 
March issue. The actress’ 
husband has three 
children — son Jesse Jr., 
Jll, and daughters 
-Chandler, 14, 
band Sunny, 5 
(— from two 
previous mar¬ 
riages. 

METRO 
NEWS 
SERVICES 


Duff defends remarks 



career Hilary Duff says she 
doesn’t regret dissing Faye 
Dunaway, usmagazine.com 
reports. 

After Dunaway, 68, criti¬ 
cized Duff’s acting skills 
when she learned the 
singer, 21, was assuming 
her role in an upcoming 
remake of 1967’s Bon¬ 
nie and Clyde, Duff 
sniped, “None of my( 
fans even knew who 
she is.” 

Tuesday’ 

Hunt 
Duff de-i 
her 


re- 


On 

Bonnie 
Show, 
fends 
marks. 

“She started 
acting way later 
than I did so I think 
I have time to grow 
and grow with 


each project,” she says. “I 
am learning and work 
hard at my craft.” 

While Duff admits her 
remark was mean, she 
says, “It’s not OK for peo¬ 
ple to take stabs at you and 
to say mean things for no 
reason.” 

Hunt tried to com¬ 
fort Duff on the 
episode of her talk 
A show, saying: “I think 
even Faye went 
through a time, if 
you look histori¬ 
cally, where 
some people 
might have 
said that about 
her,” Hunt tells 
the singer. 

METRO NEWS 



Jolie frets over earrings 


people Angelina Jolie lost a 
pair of multi-million dollar 
diamond earrings, fe- 
malefirst.co.uk re¬ 
ports. 

The Changeling 
star left the Asprey 
jewellery she wore 
to the BAFTA Awards 
on Sunday in her 
suite at London’s 
Dorchester Ho 
tel when she 
left to return 
to the U.S. 

The 33 
year-old ac¬ 
tress real¬ 
ized she had 
forgotten 
the ear¬ 




rings as she was preparing 
to board her flight and 
called hotel staff, beg¬ 
ging them to search 
her suite. 

A source said: 
“Staff got a frantic 
call from Angelina at 
the airport, urging 
them to take her 
room apart. Hap¬ 
pily, the dia¬ 
monds were 
found after a 
90-minute 
search and 
promptly sent 
back to Los 
Angeles.” 

METRO NEWS 


Hudson and Owen reunite 


RELATIONSHIP Hollywood’s 
on-again, off-again couple 
— Kate Hudson and Owen 
Wilson — are on yet again, 
people.com is reporting. 

“They’re back together,” 
a source tells People mag¬ 
azine of the pair, who 
spent all of Sunday to¬ 
gether at Wilson’s 
Malibu home. Also 
there: Hudson’s 5- 
year-old son Ryder. 

Hudson, 29, 
and Wilson, 40, 
most recently re¬ 


united in Feb. 2008, when 
they appeared cozy at last 
year’s Academy Awards. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 



Richards’ Dancing fears 


career Denise Richards 
called her last foray into 
reality TV It’s Complicat¬ 
ed, and she may want 
to call her next ven¬ 
ture It’s Scary, peo¬ 
ple.com reports. 

“My biggest fear is 
just forgetting 
everything right 
before going on 
live, that’s what 
I’m scared of,” the 
actress tells Peo¬ 



ple magazine about her 
new role as contestant on 
the eighth season of Danc¬ 
ing With the Stars. “All I 
hope is that I don’t em¬ 
barrass my girls.” 

Daughters Sam, 4, 
and Lola, 3, will be 
cheering on 

Richards, 37, 

I throughout the 
j competition. 

METRO NEWS 


Miley apologizes 
again for photo 

apology Miley Cyrus has 
made a second apology 
over her racially offensive 
photograph, 

femalefirst.co.uk reports. 

The Hannah Montana 
star — who last week 
spoke out about the 
picture of her slanting her 
eyes, but was later blasted 
for being disingenuous — 
has issued a 
more serious 
and heartfelt 
apology. 

METRO NEWS 


Spears to pay Fed 
$5,000 to see sons 

people Britney Spears will 
pay Kevin Federline $5,000 
U.S. a week so she can see 
her sons while on tour, fe- 
malefirst.co.uk reports. 

It has been reported a deal 
has been signed by the 
Womanizer singer and her 
ex-husband, to ensure 

Spears has access 
To their two chil- 
; dren while she 
on the road. 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 




Kanye parties with 
three women 

people Kanye West 
sneaked out of a Los Ange¬ 
les nightclub with three 
women, femalefirst.co.uk 
reports. The rapper, who 
has been single since split¬ 
ting from fiancee Alexis 
Phifer last year, was 
surrounded by females at 
the launch of Belvedere IX 
Vodka at Los 
jAngeles’ My- 
Tfouse last 
^weelc. 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 




YOU’RE NOBODY WITHOUT 
YOUR OWN REALITY SHOW 
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Today 

Some clouds 

-6 c / -14 c 



Thursday 

Mostly clouds 

-8 c / -14 c 



Friday 

Mostly clouds 

3 -10 c / -17 c 


Michele McDougall, Weather Specialist & Host - Breakfast Television 

“My favourite part is reporting the weather. It fascinates me, and as we know around 
here, it’s always changing, keeping forecasters on their toes’.' WEEKDAYS AT 6 AM 


metronews.ca 
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entertainment 15 


Take Five 



Sudoku 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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Crossword across 

1 Vacationing 

26 Colour quality 

4 Bribe 

27 Branch 

7 Duel tool 

28 Streetcars’ kin 

8 Stimulant 

30 High-arc shot 

10 Gave it a whack 

33 Storm-predicting agency 

11 Light brown fur 

36 In layers 

13 Department store 

37 Shabby 

employee 

38 Indigent 

16 “A Chorus Line” song 

39 Hollywood dashers 

17 Circular 

40 Susan of “L.A. Law” 

18 Anger 

41 Lair 

19 Exceptional 


20 Oklahoma city 


21 Invigorating 


23 Spree 


25 Appear 



Crossword down 

1 Put one’s two cents in 

23 Zero-star movie 

2 Nourish 

24 Protected, in a way 

3 Men’s hats 

25 Witnessed 

4 Reject with disdain 

26 Late 

5 Made up one’s mind 

28 “... — Men in a Tub” 

6 Pron. type 

29 High-pitched 

7 “— go bragh!” 

30 Spill the beans 

8 Excessive 

31 Dinner for Dobbin 

9 On the way up 

32 Purchase 

10 Even number 

34 Prepared to drive (with 

12 Eagle’s home 

“up”) 

14 Drudgery 

35 Anger 

15 Roulette bet 


19 Edge 


20 Compass dir. 


21 Jaunty chapeau 


22 Go nowhere 
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Find today's answers + play more games at metronews.ca 


SUDOKU SOLVE TIME: 17-21 min.Smart 

Under 13 min.Genius 21-25 min.Not bad 

13-17 min.Scholar 25+ min.Keep practising 


Metro Recipe of the Day 



Butternut Squash 
Gratin 

INGREDIENTS: 

1 butternut squash, about 
1 leg (2 lbs), halved cross¬ 
wise, then lengthwise, 
seeded and peeled 

I medium red onion, 
halved and thinly sliced 
375 ml (1 1/2 cups) frozen 
corn kernels, thawed 

II ml (2 1/4 tsp) extra vir¬ 
gin olive oil 

75 ml (1/3 cup) grated 
Parmesan cheese 

METHOD: 

1. Preheat oven to 200 C 
(400 F). Quarter butternut 
squash pieces lengthwise 
and then cut crosswise in¬ 
to 1-cm (1/2-inch) thick 


chunks. Combine squash, 
onion, corn and oil in 
large bowl, tossing to coat. 

2. Arrange vegetables in a 
30 x 20-cm (13 x 9-inch) 
baking dish. Bake until 
butternut squash is 
tender, 40 minutes, 
stirring halfway through 
cooking time. 

3. Sprinkle Parmesan 
cheese over vegetables 
and bake until melted and 
golden, five minutes. 



For nutritional infor¬ 
mation on this and 
other great recipes, 
go to rd.ca or check 
out Key Ingredients 
in this month's 
Reader's Digest, on 
newsstands now! 


Horoscopes 


AVATAR VENUS 


ARIES 

MARCH 21-APRIL 20 

All is well, whether you know 
it or not. Don’t argue with any¬ 
one who is on an emotional 
roller-coaster. Contact an es¬ 
tranged friend to apologize. 



TAURUS 

APRIL 21-MAY 21 


© 


You’ll sigh with relief when you 
find you don’t need to know 
everything. Be patient with an 
inconsistent visitor. A hacker 
causes a serious problem. 


GEMINI 

MAY 22-JUNE 21 



Ask if you want to know the 
true purpose of a visit. Increase 
your happiness without spend¬ 
ing money. You’re unscathed 
by a stressful situation. 


CANCER (p\ 

JUNE 22-JULY 22 \^£/ 

Vulgar language upsets you. 
Your hunger for an adventure 
will soon be satisfied. A no-non¬ 
sense person will be unsenti¬ 
mental about the past. 


LEO (S) 

JULY 23-AUG 23 

Shabby treatment causes you 
to lose interest. The least said 
about a clash, the better. Outra¬ 
geous news will come through 
outside sources. 


VIRGO /C\ 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 V 3 / 

Be careful about what you say. 
Commitment demands will be 
offensive. A confession is funny 
when temptation can’t be 
avoided. 


LIBRA /£\ 

SEPT 23-OCT 23 

A spoiled brat makes you 
groan. Keep quiet about a se¬ 
cret deal. A casual observer will 
have much to say about solu¬ 
tions to problems. 


SCORPIO /C\ 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

Your anxiety about the future 
must be dispelled. Broken 
promises lead to an important 
insight. An important man 
needs your help. 


SAGITTARIUS iOv 

NOV 23-DEC 21 VC/ 

An injustice won’t please you 
and you’ll say so. Sharing your 
sadness will soothe you. Some¬ 
one makes sense when he 
kicks up a fuss. 


CAPRICORN iOv 

DEC 22-JAN 20 \Jy 

A man leaves sooner than he 
planned. Use your good judg¬ 
ment about choices. An insin¬ 
cere woman grates on your 
nerves. 


AQUARIUS 

JAN 21-FEB 18 

A slothful man tames a fright¬ 
ened friend. Surprising news 
will come from a sinister per¬ 
son. A guilty woman admits to 
witnessing an incident. 


PISCES 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

A service person clears up 
some confusion. A self-disci¬ 
plined guy benefits from your 
friendship. Your worries will 
bloom if you overreact. 



WORDY GURDY 

1. Aviate way, way up (1) 


2. Pig meat metric unit (1) 


3. Boot lisa’s love in “Casablanca” (1) 


BY TRICKY RICKY KANE 
Every answer is a rhyming 
pair of words (like FAT CAT 
and DOUBLE TROUBLE), and 
they will fit in the letter 
squares. The number after the 
definition tells you how many 
syllables in each word. 


4. More terrible hospital worker (1) 


6. Sexier one who ties sheepshanks (2) 

' _I_L . 


7. Suppressing burping (2) 
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Try the ■ today 

YMCA 

www.edmonton.ymca.ca 


What's stopping you? 


4 convenient locations: 

NORTH 476-YMCA WEST 481-YMCA 

CENTRAL 452-YMCA SOUTH 439-YMCA 


0 


HMEEHGIsKfS 


GIVMAWAY1 


THIS WEEK YOU CAN WINj 

HjMZB HlIMEQSMDg 

=Hsedce Ras 


To enter go to 
and click oriYJLI 


metra^iews.ca nfietrS 

Contest closes on February 17 th , 2008 at midnight Do it daily. 
















































































































































































































































CANADA’S 
ECONOMIC 
ACTION PLAN 


The Government of Canada's proposed Economic Action Plan contains new tax measures 
that may benefit you. 

If you’re a homeowner, or are planning to become a homeowner, the Action Plan can help. 

Support for home renovations 

y/ For a limited time, the new Home Renovation Tax Credit means homeowners could 
receive up to $1,350 in tax relief on renovation expenses 

Support for first-time homebuyers 

</ An increase to $25,000 in the amount you can withdraw from your RRSP under the 
Home Buyers’ Plan to purchase or build a first home 

S A First-Time Home Buyers’ Tax Credit that allows you to save up to $750 on the 
closing costs of a first home 


Canada’s Economic Action Plan 

www.actionplan.gc.ca 

1 800 O-Canada (1-800-622-6232) 
TTY: 1-800-926-9105 



M Government Gouvernement 
of Canada du Canada 


/n ii+i 

Canada 













